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Nobody
at QR is
minding
the gap
Ursula Heger
TRANSPORT REPORTER

STEP UP: From platform to
train at Indooroopilly.

A DANGEROUS gap between
the platform and trains at
Indooroopilly station has been
worsened by bungled track
work, and Queensland Rail
staff failed to report the fault to
senior management.

Furious interim Queensland
Rail boss Paul Scurrah admitted
that staff knew routine main-
tenance conducted last year
had exacerbated the gap but
said they failed to tell him even
after passengers were injured.

The gap – which measures up
to 40cm in some places – exists
partly because the station was
built on a curved part of the
train line.

Mr Scurrah said testing done
on the station in August last
year found re-sleepering work
had worsened the gap by 7cm at
the station – one of the busiest
across the southeast.

But when The Courier-Mail
reported in September that
commuters had been injured
after falling in the gap, QR
executives denied anything
could be done to fix the prob-
lems, and attributed the gap to
the curvature of the track.

Yesterday Mr Scurrah admit-
ted that while some parts of QR
were aware that the gap had
been made worse – and could
have been returned to its for-
mer size – the information was
not disclosed.

Mr Scurrah said he would
launch an investigation into
how the problem was kept
secret, and said that infor-
mation sharing between QR’s
passenger and network div-

isions would improve when the
divisions combined in July.

‘‘The part of the business I
am responsible for, QR Passen-
ger, was acting on complaints
about the height, and gaps are
not unusual for us. There was
never any information provided
to me that said that that gap
had been worsened by the
actions of the re-sleepering,’’ he
said. ‘‘That information has
only been made available to me
(on Friday) and I’m bitterly
disappointed that is the case.’’

He said emergency work to
lower the tracks by 7cm would
be undertaken next weekend, at
a cost of just under $100,000.

Transport Minister Rachel
Nolan said she also had not
been made aware that the gap
had been made worse until last
week. She said the situation was
‘‘unacceptable’’, and high-
lighted the poor communi-
cation within QR.

‘‘I’ve expressed in no uncer-
tain terms with QR senior
executives that I expect a pro-
fessional line of communi-
cation,’’ she said.

TINGE OF MAROON: (From left) Marion Grasby, Devon Headland and Sharnee Rawson are in the Top 24.

Skye’s the limit for Queensland cooks
Geoff Shearer
TV AND FILM EDITOR

HOT FAVOURITE: Judge Matt Preston has tipped Skye Craig (above) to excel.

A CARPENTER, a former journalist,
a DJ and a law student make up the
serve of Queenslanders who have
made it through to the Top 24 of
MasterChef Australia this year.

And according to judge Matt
Preston, it is the DJ, Skye Craig, who
is the pick of the crop.

‘‘Skye should make it into the top
eight of the competition,’’ he
predicted.

‘‘She has the skills, a rare plating
ability when it fires and some ideas
that can be both quirky and
delicious.’’

Brisbane-based Skye, who works
mostly as a graphic artist, was one of
three locals to make it through last
night’s final challenges to reduce this
year’s 50 competitors into the Top 24.

Joining the 35-year-old were Gold
Coast builder Devon Headland and
21-year-old Brisbane law student
Sharnee Rawson.

Former ABC Radio Brisbane
journalist Marion Grasby, 27, earned
her MasterChef Top 24 apron in
Thursday night’s episode.

Preston warned that Skye had
better watch out for Marion.

‘‘Her food knowledge combined
with her ability in the kitchen makes
her a potent threat to the dreams of
all the other contestants,’’ he said.

‘‘On her day Marion can come up
with some quite extraordinary dishes
of great deliciousness. She reckons
she can’t cook desserts but we reckon
she’s foxing!’’

He also praised Sharnee as ‘‘one of
the natural cooks in the competition
with a flair for desserts’’.

Fellow judge Gary Mehigan said
Devon would have to step up.

‘‘(He’s) big, handsome and a bit of a
softy – that’s what the girls tell me,’’
Mehigan joked.
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